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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 
Ss Please Order From: 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 











GREAT MOMENTS IN CATHOLIC HISTORY 














b 
By: Rev. E. Lodge Curran, Ph. D. n 
A most interesting and instructive description, in simple English, with g 
illustrations for each event, of the 100 outstanding events in the history of t] 
the Catholic Church. A book which should be read by every Catholic youth ry 
and adult; it would also make excellent reading for |Protestants.\ \nn000) Pale o 
$1.25 the copy; postage extra. Order From:)— ik..." a 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri al 
Che Catholic Encyclopedia Dictionary 
Containg articles on Religion, Scripture, Doctrine, Morals, the tt 
Sacraments and Catholic worship in general, with treatises on the b 
Church, on historical events and personages, ag well as the arts and Cc 
sciences. Each article mentions the best available book on the subject. ta 
Valuable both for schools and for homes, be 
Bargain price of only $6.50; black half-leather b with blue ti 
buckram sides; postage extra. ORDER FROM:)— ~~~ we 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
AT THE FOUNTAINS OF LIVING WATERS F 
By Rev. Peter Wachter, O.S.B. in 
A book designed to help those who find it difficult to meditate. _ 
It is not a book of prepared meditations, but rather an explanation of 
the practice of meditation. Priests, Brothers, Sisters and the laity 
will find it valuable. 
$1.26 each; postage extra; cloth binding; 122 pages. Order From: 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri ' vie 
ti 
TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY E 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the | 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 9! 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
' Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 8, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 





Appealing Premiums. 
For NEW Subscriptions to 


‘“‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’’ 





For ONE New Pe. 
Subscription 
Infant of Prague 
booklet and _ blessed 
medal — the booklet 
gives a brief history of 
the devotion, with 
some of the marvel- 
ous favors obtained; 
also contains litany 
and other prayers. 





with our booklet Eu- 





? For THREE New 
Subscriptions 
Jesus in the Hearts 
of Little Children — an 
ideal book for First 
Communicants; at- 
tractively bound -in 
cloth; colors: black, 
white, blue or rose. 


First Communion 
Set — consisting of a 
child’s prayer-book, a 
rosary, hand-stitched 








One Scheyern Cross } 


charistic Miracles — 
the cross, two inches in size has 
been touched to a relic of the True 


Cross. Many favors have been ob-_ 


tained through its devout use. The 
booklet recounts striking Eucharis- 
tic manifestations; it contains also 
prayers and a litany. 


Picture of His Holiness, Pius XI 
—a beautiful likeness of the Holy 
Father, in photo-tone. Size 16 x 22 
inches; ideal for framing. A beau- 
tiful ornament for any home. 


For TWO New Subscriptions 


The Treasures of the Mass — 
a book which has been welcomed 
by clergy and laity alike, as it is 
a practical and devotional explana- 
tion of the Sacrifice of the Mass. 
Excellent for study club work, for 
converts and convert classes. 


An artistic calendar — size 15 x 
9% in., with an artistic picture of 
a religious subject in colors. The 
calendar pad shows plainly all the 
feast and fast days. 











— 
scapular, and a re- 


membrance medal, all enclosed in 
an attractive box, so as to make a 
handsome gift for a First Com- 
municant. For FIVE new subscrip- 
tions, the same set will be given, 
with articles of a better quality. 


For FOUR New Subscriptions 


Hand-made rosary — German 
silver chain with colored beads. 


Joy in God —a choice selection 
of prayers in a neat, hand-bound 
volume, vest-pocket size. Fine . 
print, gilt edge. 


For FIVE New Subscriptions 


Science and the Holy Shroud — 
a study of Christ as photographed 
from the Holy Shroud of Turin in 
1931, and the medical discoveries 
concerning the Crucifixion. 


Genuine Ebony Crucifix — bev- 
eled edges and oxidized corpus; 7% 
inches in size. A beautiful Cruci- 
fix, light in weight, so that it may 
easily be held by a sick person. 


Please Mention Premium Desired. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





St. Blaise Miraculously Cures an Afflicted Child. 


(See account on page 299.) 

















Tabernacle and Purgatory | 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 
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Priests’ Saturday and Catholic Action 








NS T WAS a significant hour of grace for the Church and 
the whole world when Pope Pius XI, the representative 
of the Eternal High Priest and supreme Shepherd, called 
© all Catholics, young and old, men and women, to 
Catholic Action; when he invited those of all stations 
and vocations, under the direction of bishops and priests, 
to co-operate zealously in the work of extending the 
kingdom of God, the interior and exterior growth of 
the Church and the Christianization of all the phases of human life. 
Therewith began a new era of participation in the life of the 
Church on the part of lay persons. There is no greater honor and 
grace, no richer content of life imaginable for lay people than to work 
with all their strength, each one in his place, at that sublime mission 
of Our Savior — the salvation of souls. This is a true vocation for 


lay people, one rich in sacrifices, but richer still in fruits and blessings. 


It is true, there have been at all times, and there are at present, in 
every parish, lay apostles who with great zeal labor for Christ and 
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His holy cause, faithful co-workers of their pastors. But in general, 
the lay people in the life of the Church have been only receiving, not 
giving, passive more than active. Today the Holy Father, loudly 
and earnestly and with the authority of Christ Himself, calls all Chris- 
tians to Catholic Action, to zealous co-operation in the salvation of 
souls. 

Like a breath of spring this renewed spirit vibrates through, the 
Church and awakens old, slumbering depths of fajth to a new, joyous 
and victorious life. Today we are again clearly conscious that man 
by baptism is incorporated with Christ our Lord, is united to the 
Divine High Priest in a true though mysterious union, just as intimately 
as a physical member is united to the body and as a branch is united 
to the vine. Today we are again clearly conscious that in holy con- 
firmation we were anointed and dedicated to be lay apostles, called 
to fight for Christ, the King, appointed to make a true confession of 
faith, qualified and commissioned to increase and spread the kingdom 
of God. 

Well might St. Peter, the prince of the apostles, direct to us, 
Christians of. today, those words so full of spirit and unction: “Be you 
also as living stones built up, a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. . . 
But you are a chosen generation, a kingly priesthood, a holy nation, 
a purchased people, that you may declare His virtues, who hath called 
you out of darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Peter ii. 5,9). Here 
are enumerated the very principles of Catholic Action, of which one 
form is that commendable practice known as the Priests’ Saturday, 
a practice blessed and recommended on November 21, 1934 by Pope 
Pius XI, who thereby approved its introduction into all Catholic 
countries. 


The Priests’ Saturday 


What is the Priests’ Saturday, and what does it mean? /t means 
to offer prayer and sacrifice for priests and candidates for the priest- 
hood throughout the whole world. Its object is to dedicate the Saturday 
after the first Friday of every month entirely to the service of this 
sublime end and to urge that all works of piety and charity, all labors 
and sacrifices of that day be offered through the Blessed Virgin’s 
maternal hands to the Divine Savior for the sanctification of priests. 
Assuredly, this is a great, a truly Catholic and apostolic work! Though 
this form of the apostolate has been given a new impetus, it is not 
actually new in itself. At all times the Catholic Church has prayed 
for the priesthood and for good priests. Never in the course of its 
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nineteen hundred years has the Church forgotten the forceful admoni- 
tion of its Divine Founder: “The harvest indeed is great but the laborers 
are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest that He send forth 
laborers into His vineyard” (Matt. ix. 37, 38). The Ember Days espe- 
cially have always been days of prayer and fast to beg of God good 
and worthy priests. 

Only this phase of the movement is new: that in our days all 
the faithful are earnestly exhorted to pray for priests and clergy more 
than formerly, if possible every day. New it is that at least one day 
of the month is dedicated entirely to this intention of the Church. 
Everywhere the Priests’ Saturday is finding an enthusiastic welcome 
from bishops, priests and lay people, and there are already thousands 
of persons who keep it with a joyful heart. This fact is in itself an 
indication of how necessary and opportune the practice is. Yes, it 
is as necessary and as opportune as Catholic Action itself, with which 
it is most closely connected. Therefore, it is not by chance that the 
Pope of Catholic Action has also paved the way for the Priests’ Sat- 
urday throughout the entire Christian world. One may truly say: 
The Priests’ Saturday has come forth from the thought of Catholic 
Action, and it is, in turn, a fruitful seed from which new life and new 
developments will flow into Catholic Action. These developments and 
influxes of new life will be manifold, chief among which may be re- 
garded those here enumerated. 


1. The Sanctification of the Priests theniselves, who are the 
Leaders in Catholic Action 

The greatest power in the apostolate of the Church, the first 
power also in Catholic Action, is and always remains prayer; apostolic 
prayer was the very spirit of the Divine Savior and of the first holy 
apostles. Therefore, what could respond more fully to the spirit of 
Our Savior than to pray for worthy and holy priests? Priests are 
Divinely constituted teachers and shepherds of the Church, as they 
are also the leaders of Catholic Action. They have been called and 
anointed in a very special way to announce the glad tidings of salva- 
tion, to dispense the holy sacraments and to offer the world-reconciling 
Sacrifice. Priests are in the true sense of the word the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world. It should, therefore, be the principal 
care of Catholic Action that there be a sufficient number of priests 
and that they walk worthy of their exalted vocation and distinguish 
themselves by priestly virtues. With the priesthood, Catholic Action 
itself stands or falls. 

The prime object of the Priests’ Saturday is, by the offering of 
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fervent prayer, the worthy reception of the sacraments, by sufferings 
and sacrifices, to obtain holy priests from God. It should be of concern 
to all Catholics to take part in this crusade of prayer. Could it be 
possible that this persevering petition of the children of God, this 
united prayer in the spirit and in the Name of Jesus, should not pierce 
the clouds, not find a merciful hearing before the throne of the 
Almighty? Certainly the Priests’ Saturday, where faithfully practiced, 
will bring immeasurable blessings upon the priests, the leaders in 
Catholic Action, and then Catholic Action will in turn go forth victor- 
iously and by degrees renew the face of the earth. 


2. The Co-operation of the Clergy and the Laity in the 
Apostolate of the Church 


Catholic Action requires close union of clergy and laity. More 
than heretofore must priest and people work shoulder to shoulder and 
fight for the kingdom of God on earth, 
for the spreading of the Faith and the 
salvation of souls. In a holy union, 
priest and people must work together, 
for only in this way can the gigantic 
moral and religious problems of our 
times be solved. 

The Catholic priest, since the dawn 
of Christianity, has always prayed and 
offered sacrifice for the people; at 
every Holy Mass, in the Divine Office, 
in his quiet chamber and before the 
Most Blessed Sacrament, the priest 
prays for all, for parents and chil- 
dren, for sick and well, for sinners 
and for the dying. And on the Priests’ 
Saturday, the faithful pray for their 
priests, for the parish, for the clergy 
of the whole world. Priests and bish- 
ops also keep the Priests’ Saturday, 
because they feel the need of it from 

The priest at the altar is the their inmost heart. Is this not a won- 
mediator between the Triune God derful union of prayer and sacrifice, 
in Heaven and the poor wayfarers centered around the altar of sacrifice 

ie ms of the New Law and the Communion 
rail? And can we doubt that out of this union of prayer and sacrifice, 
with effective and zealous work, will come forth more and greater 


























Tabernacle and Purgatory 295 


blessings for Holy Church, for the crowning and completion of 
Catholic Action? 


3. The Awakening of the Apostolic Spirit 


Praying for the sanctification of priests is a truly Catholic and 
world-encircling act. The practice of offering the Priests’ Saturday 
enlarges the hearts of the faithful and fills them with an apostolic 
spirit. It gives them a better understanding of the profound designs 
of God and the great desires of the Savior, who enlightens them con- 
cerning the prime purpose of the kingdom of God upon earth, which 
is the salvation of immortal souls through the apostolic activity of 
priests, with the faithful and zealous co-operation of the laity. Thus, 
whosoever prays for priests at the same time prays for the conversion 


of the pagans, for thousands of our most noble and sacrificial priests 


labor in the vast field of the pagan missions. Whosoever prays for 
priests, prays also for the conversion of sinners, for, like the Savior, 
the priest is also sent to seek and to save what was lost. Whosoever 
prays and sacrifices for the sanctification of priests, prays and sacrifices 
also for the sick and the dying, who constitute one of the principal 
cares of the priestly activity. 

Therefore, the right practice of the Priests’ Saturday gives to the 
faithful a truly Catholic, world-wide apostolate, from the children 
in school and the common people to the learned who are wrestling 
with the great problems of life. All of this is work grounded in 
Catholic Action, for the source of Catholic Action itself is that fervor 
of soul which springs from the Divine Heart of Jesus in an insatiable 
desire for the salvation of souls unto eternal life. 


4. The Renewal and Sanctification of the Family 


After the sanctification of the priest, the principal care of Catholic 
Action is to renew and sanctify the family in the spirit of Christianity. 
In general, the condition of the Christian family of today is not good. 
The evils of the times: unemployment and bad housing, and the more 
insidious moral evils of avarice, love of pleasure, and purely worldly 
and materialistic concepts of life, have not left the family unharmed. 
The Catholic family of today also bleeds from the wounds caused by 
a want of conjugal love and fidelity, a lack of appreciation of the honor 
and glory of parenthood, and the responsibility of giving children from 
their earliest years a training which will fit them to lead good, holy 
Christian lives. 

At this point, the Priests’ Saturday enters the Catholic family. 
Parents and children pray, sacrifice and receive Holy Communion for 
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the intention that the Lord may send worthy laborers into His vine- 
yard and give holy priests to His Church. Christian parents will 
readily understand the close conngction existing between the priest and 
the family, for, in the first place, priests, as a rule, come from Catholic 
families. And indeed, vocations usually ripen only in good Catholic 
families; zealous priests come from genuinely Catholic families, 
sacrificial priests come from sacrificial families and holy priests from 
holy wedlocks. This is the rule; other cases are the rare exceptions. 

The family is, therefore, the first and the most important priest- 
seminary. And the superiors of this vintage-ground of the. priesthood 
are the father and mother. Now, when parents pray for priests, for 
worthy priests, it must at the same time be a mighty incentive for them 
to see to it that a truly Christian spirit and a truly Catholic conception 
of life reign in their family, that they instill the fear of God, true 
piety, purity of morals, faith, love and peace into the minds and hearts 
of their children. Parents who pray for priests will, as a natural result, 
strive to form a family from which God may take worthy priests. 

Often it happens that a pious father and mother pray for priests. 
Perhaps they do not dare to ask God to call one of their sons to the 
priesthood. They think themselves utterly unworthy of this great 
grace, this great happiness. But God in His infinite love and generosity 
often gives much more and better gifts than those which are asked. 
St. Monica prayed for many years for the conversion of her son, 
Augustine, who lived in error and sin. She wanted to obtain for him 
the grace of conversion to the true Faith. But God’s goodness gave 
her more. He gave her a priest and a bishop. And what a bishop! 
One of the most learned and holiest doctors of the Church! The faith- 
ful practice of the Priests’ Saturday will undoubtedly awaken in many 
a family a vocation to the priesthood, even if the parents in their 
humility do not venture to pray for this intention directly. 

And yet, a mother and father may assuredly pray expressly that 
the Divine Savior choose one of their children as a priest for His holy 
Church. Why should they not pray for this exceedingly great grace? 
There dwells in the hearts of many Catholic parents the fervent desire 
that God would call at least one of their children to His service. If 
God has inspired them with this desire, will He not hear and grant 
their petition? It is the belief of learned spiritual men that Catholic 
mothers especially, by incessant prayer, can obtain priestly sons from 
heaven. A hundred years ago there lived in England a deeply religious 
mother. For thirty years she daily kept an hour of adoration before 
the Most Blessed Sacrament, that God might call her children to His 
holy service. What was the consequence of this truly apostolic and 
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priestly prayer? Her five daughters entered religious ofders, and of 
her eight sons, five became priests, and three of these, bishops, the 
renowned Cardinal Vaughan being one of them. Indeed a rare 
exception! But who would doubt that the unwearied prayer of this 
heroic mother was responsible in large measure for the vocations of 
her children? 

Another thought the Priests’ Saturday brings out is especially 
appealing for mothers. How beautiful and blessed it is if a Catholic 
mother, already in the silent advent of her expectation, dedicates the 
living gift from heaven, which the goodness of God has entrusted to 
her, to the Heavenly Mother, the Queen of priests! How fitting the 
Priests’ Saturday would be for this! After the reception of Holy 
Communion, the mother could make the dedication of her child before 
an image of the Immaculate Mother of God, in church or in her quiet 
chamber at home. Such a dedication would be something priestly, 
something holy, which would bring to the Catholic mother an increased 
appreciation of the greatness and dignity of motherhood and would 
fill her soul with true joy, a holy pride and fervent gratitude toward 
God, even like unto that which the Blessed Mother expressed in her 
sublime song of praise and gratitude to God, the Magnificat. Were 
such a practice to become widespread, abundant blessings from God 
would stream forth on the family, the priesthood, on Catholic Action, 
on Holy Church and on the whole world. 

A young missionary of China had been blessed in having a mother. 
who dedicated him to the Heavenly Queen before he had seen the 
light of day. In later years he was filled with joy when his mother 
revealed this to him; he felt an inexpressible love and reverence toward 
both his earthly and his Heavenly Mother. And when he began his 
studies, the knowledge that he had been dedicated to the Blessed Mother 
from the very beginning of his life gave him ever new courage and 
strength to travel unwaveringly the steep road to the holy priesthood. 

Thus we see that the Priests’ Saturday and Catholic Action are 
most closely united and that they fructify each other. The call of 
God and. of His vicar upon earth goes out to all the faithful to 
help with all their strength by prayer and sacrifice, by labor and suffer- 
ing, so that the Name of God may be ever more glorified, that His 
kingdom may come and His holy will be done more and more on 
earth even as it is in heaven. Will you, dear reader, answer this call? 
Will you also adopt and faithfully continue the practice of aiding the 
priests of God in their sacred ministry by keeping the Priests’ Saturday? 


Taken from ‘Priestersamstag und Kathol. Aktion’ by Rev. G. 
Hegele, S.D.S. English booklets on this devotion, ‘Priests’ Saturday,” 
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and “Prayers and Devotions for Priests’ Day,’’ at 5¢ each, may be 
obtained from The Salvatorian Fathers, St. Nazianz, Wis. Reduction 
for quantities. Leaflets may also be obtained from same address. 


ate 
The Blessing of St. Blaise 





HE maternal love of Holy Church manifests itself not 
only in the abundant blessings which she distributes 
through the Eucharistic Sacrifice, the sacraments, and 
her liturgical rites, but also in her solicitous care for 
even our little daily wants. Like a good mother, she 
follows us in the simplest performances of our earthly 
life, and grants us help in all our personal needs. This 
she does through her sacramentals. Among these “little sacraments” 
we may distinguish three different kinds or groups: Those which pave 
the way for us, as it were, to the sanctuary; those which make up the 
Divine service; and those which dccompany us in our daily walks 
of life. 

To the first class belong objects blessed for the service of God. 
Whatever is to be used in God’s service must first be separated from 
the world, which is still under the curse of sin, and must be sanctified. 
To the second group belong those objects which help to elevate our 
hearts in the Divine services, such as the many ceremonies, the incense, 

_ lights, holy water, precious vestments, sacred vessels, etc. The third 
group is designed to. bring the streams of redemption also into the 
common performances and actions of our daily life. To this group 
belong particularly the blessings which Holy Church imparts in the 
various situations of life; for almost every important step a Christian 
takes she has a special blessing, as well as a healing remedy against 
evils of every kind. 

Among the latter may be numbered the blessing of St. Blaise which 
the Church imparts to her children each year on the feast day of this 
great martyr-bishop, February 3d. A brief history of this blessing 
may be both interesting and useful to our dear readers. 

The particulars of the life and martyrdom of St. Blaise are for 
the most part legendary. However, as they rest upon old traditions 
which are bound up with the veneration of the saint in the Church’s 
liturgy, they are not to be rejected. According to these accounts, the 
saint suffered martyrdom under the Emperor Licinius at Sebaste in 
Armenia about the year 316. Having steadfastly refused to pay homage 
to the pagan gods, he was cruelly beaten with rods and hanged on a 
wooden scaffold, where his flesh was torn with iron combs. As the 
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saint was marvelously preserved from death under this barbarous 
treatment, the enraged governor threatened to drown him in the sea. 
But the holy bishop walked upon the waves as if they were solid 
ground, and challenged the pagans to come and bring him back, if 
their gods were as powerful as his God. Numerous soldiers accepted 
the challenge, but were drowned in the attempt to follow him. The 
saint at length came back to the shore of his own accord, and the 
governor soon afterward had him beheaded. 

Previous ‘to his elevation to the episcopacy, St. Blaise was a 
physician at Sebaste. At the time of his arrest he had been hiding 
in a cave to escape the persecutors, in obedience to the urgent entreaty 
of his devoted subjects. Won by his amiable personality, the wild 
beasts of the forest gathered about him, showing him marks of tender 
affection and confidence. Unwittingly these devoted friends betrayed 
the saint’s hiding place to his enemies by taking refuge in his cave 
when pursued by hunters. He was arrested and cast into prison, where 
he was visited by many persons who sought aid and comfort from 
him. 

Among those who came to St. Blaise was a young mother, bearing 
in her arms a child which was on the point of being strangled by a 
fish bone which had become lodged in its throat. In great distress 
the mother laid her child at the saint’s feet and besought him to save 
the little one. The saint knelt down beside the child, prayed over it, 
blessed it, and immediately the bone was removed. 

After the death of the saint, many cures, especially of throat 
diseases, were wrought through his intercession: Thus the custom of 
invoking his aid in throat afflictions became established, and the Church 
adopted the practice of imparting the so-called “blessing of St. Blaise,” 
which is given each year on the feast of the saint. In giving this 
blessing, the priest holds two blessed candles in a crossed position 
under the chin of the faithful, while he prays: “Through the interces- 
sion of St. Blaise, may the Lord preserve you from throat troubles and 
from every other evil, in the Name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghost. Amen.” During the concluding part of this for- 
mula he makes the Sign of the Cross over the person kneeling before 
him, and offers the candles to be kissed. 

Although the Church does not hold out this blessing as an in- 
fallible guaranty of protection ‘against throat ailments, we should 
nevertheless receive it with firm faith, for as a sacramental of the 
Church it will not fail to benefit us spiritually, if not corporally. 
And we may rest assured that numberless maladies are thereby cured 
or prevented, as we shall doubtless learn in eternity. 
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In the School of Merciful Love* 


This article will conclude the series of extracts drawn from the 
writings of a privileged soul concerning the state of the souls in pur- 
gatory, which have appeared from time to time in ‘“‘Tabernacle and 
Purgatory.” 





| ESUS is so good! I can only say that in purgatory I 
learned to know more perfectly His wonderful Heart. 
Nowhere outside of heaven can one behold His love, 
His mercy and His goodness so well as in this holy 
place. In purgatory one sees so clearly the wisdom of 
His holy laws which on earth are often trampled upon, 
disregarded and overlooked. Oh, there one sees His 
laws to be so beautiful, so loving and tender — and 
blessed indeed are the souls that fulfil them. But alas, how often do 
we see and acknowledge our wickedness only in eternity. 

How many souls I find in purgatory who on earth lived in the 
possession of wealth; they were pious, it is true, but how many injuries 
their souls received because of their attachment to money and property. 
With fear and trembling I have beheld these injuries and drawn my 
conclusions. Our dear Lord has given to him who has a surplus of 
earthly goods the duty to help others who do not have enough. The 
rich have the duty of giving in the Name of God, because all goods 
and wealth belong to Him and come from Him. If those who possess 
riches do not wish to suffer harm to their soul they must not consider 
the riches as their own, but as belonging to God; they must consider 
themselves as stewards of God, the dispensers of His goods. 


To Help Others, a Sacred Duty 


If our dear Lord blesses some persons with an abundance of 
earthly goods and watches over them with great care, He does so that 
they in turn may take care of others less fortunate than themselves, 
or that He may care for others through them. Only now do I under- 
stand the warning of Our Savior when He said: “Woe to the rich...” 
Only now do I understand it, since I have beheld its consequences in 
purgatory. There are in purgatory many rich who are now frightfully 
poor and miserable, and also many who were poor on earth, but now 
are rich in God. To help others and to do good is not only beneficence, 
but also duty. But woe to the rich who during life use their riches 
only for themselves while they give their fellowmen too little or look 
down upon them! 


*Taken from the booklet “Das Geheimnis des Fegfeuers,” pub- 
lished by ‘‘Ars Sacra,” Munich. 
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How many persons there are on earth who could do more good 
and do not do it, while they themselves live in abundance. Our dear 
Lord gave them riches not only for themselves, but also for the benefit 
of others. How much is stolen from God when one lives in abundance! 
Yes, God also demands taxes. Whoever has but little wealth has given 
the most with the least; whoever has much should give much and 
should give humbly because the gifts come from God and belong to 
Him. Today I have seen in purgatory many, many sins which origi- 
nated through wealth not being used according to the intention and 
purpose of God, or because by their benefactions the wealthy wished 
to purchase honor to themselves. How long those souls have to suffer 
in purgatory who here have neglected such a great duty... How much 
harm, frightful harm, even their very virtues have suffered and how 
such souls, rich on earth, have become poor, very poor, in purgatory. 

Again I saw mary souls for whom no one prays. And as I have 
written before, they are often souls who were considered very pious 
in this life, who wanted to be pious, that they might be highly esteemed. 
These souls languish alone in purgatory and it would be a great alle- 
viation to them if their faults, which they so artfully concealed during 
life, would be made known on earth. For these souls few or no 
prayers are offered because they are believed to be in heaven. 

Ah, if only I do not express myself too harshly! I do not like 
to beliéve such things myself and it pains me to write them, but I 
have seen souls who in purgatory would wish a hundred times that 
they had not been honored on earth, who now have to atone bitterly 
for their false pretenses, their egoistic works and their spiritual vanity. 
Untruth is burnt by God, the Eternal Truth. 

I also saw priests who in purgatory had to suffer much because 
of such souls. The Holy Ghost has to enlighten priests that they may 
distinguish between the true and false spirituality. The Holy Ghost 
always finds entrance into humble hearts, and at the proper time 
He throws His light upon uncertain places, especially when one has 
prayed much for light. There are priests who because of failure to 
direct a soul as they should, have to suffer longer in purgatory than 
the soul itself. But there are also priests who were of a good will 
during life, who wanted to do everything according to the will of God, 
who in all humility and in the fear of God fulfilled their obligations. 
With these latter, the faults are not so deeply rooted and they are free 
from all responsibility. I see plainly that these priests are not judged 
according to their faults but according to their good will, even though 
they had many faults. So the loving and merciful Lord absolves these 
often involuntary faults and they are washed away so easily in purga- 
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tory, if the heart is humble. The humble ones are always the wise 
ones of earth — they permit themselves to be corrected by the Divine 
Hand. 

We must, therefore, often look up to God in humility, to learn 
what He wants of us; we must take care not to crowd out the Holy 
Spirit by our own spirit and not to lose the thought of God by our 
own thoughts. Oh, how calm such souls can be at death, if they 
have served God in humility and have always wanted to act as He 
would have acted, as He would have them act. 

Remark — Here we wish to remark that private revelations, 
according to the decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the years 1634 and 


1641, in so far as the Church has not decided upon them, claim only 


human credence. 
Steep 


The Ruler of the World 





ECENTLY the following questions were asked of a group 
of students concerning one of the great forces in the 
world today: — 

What force aligns nations against nations for the 
huge holocaust of millions of human lives: What is it 
that exploits in behalf of hell, the theater, the cinema, 
the radio and all our modern inventions and agencies? 
What counteracts and sets at naught all the good preaching from our 
pulpits on Sundays? 

The answer to each of these questions lies in two words, small 
in themselves, but denoting a force which is perhaps the most powerful 
of all the forces in the world today. It is THE PRESS. The valiant 
Pope Pius XI himself expressed this opinion when, speaking to a group 
of newspaper men, he said: — “It is no exaggeration to say that the 
press rules the world, because thought governs the world, and the 
press is the transmitter and register of thought.” Yes, it is indeed 
true that the press rules the world today, for it is by means of the 
press that propaganda of every sort is spread among the people. 
Especially is false propaganda most successfully disseminated, until 
false ideals and false principles have become firmly rooted, and only 
too late does the harm become known to those who would never have 
been accomplices in it had they not been deceived by putting their 
trust in the facts as given to them through the daily press. 

Those who have risen to spectacular power in nations of our own 
day have demonstrated the importance of the press as an agency to- 
forward their ambitious designs.. When such power is seized by an 
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individual or group of individuals, their first step toward vanquishing 
the nation is to take possession of the press. Once having accomplished 
the destruction of a press hostile to their aims, such tyrants easily 
proceed to crush under foot the last strongholds of a defenseless people. 

Of how great importance it is, then, that a strong, virile Catholic 
press be maintained in our own country, a press which will thunder 
its truth across the American continent, which will turn the glare of 
its searchlights upon all that is false and dangerous to the faith and 
morals of our people. Our militant Catholic press of today, working 
hand in hand with the Holy Father and the hierarchy, is waging a 
ceaseless war on Communism, Fascism and other evil “isms” advocated 
by the false leaders of the 20th century. And never before has the 
Catholic Church of America stood in such dire need of a strong, 
vigilant, militant press; never before has the Catholic press so needed 
the unswerving support and loyalty of the clergy and laity, for it has 
come face to face with formidable foes which must be conquered. 

The recurrence of Catholic Press Month each year should be an 
ever-renewed stimulus to Catholics to become more and more conscious 
of their obligation of lending support to the Catholic press. This is 
a task not only for those who faithfully read the Catholic publications, 
but also for those who should read them but do not. The apostolate 
of the Catholic press is something which sincere Catholics may not 
take or leave, just as they please; neither is it something to be fostered 
for one month only and then neglected for the other eleven. However, 
this does not necessarily mean that Catholics must subscribe to each 
and all publications offered to them under a Catholic label. Nor does 
it necessarily mean that a Catholic must subscribe to any Catholic 
paper; he may not be able to afford even one subscription. But the 
Catholics are few and far between who do not find the means of 
subscribing to at least one secular daily paper and of purchasing many 
of the popular secular magazines. Reading only such literature, they 
go on from day to day careless of the trials and successes of the Church, 
heedless of her teachings concerning present-day problems, and mis- 
informed concerning the vital problems which affect their lives and 


well being. 
A Plea for Catholic Press Month 

Among the many products of the Catholic press, may we, dear 
reader, remind you that our humble Eucharistic messenger, Tabernacle 
and Purgatory, takes its place among Catholic periodicals as a 
messenger of our Eucharistic Savior, as an instrument to foster devotion 
to the Blessed Sacrament and to increase love for the Catholic Faith, 
to plead the cause of the poor souls in purgatory, and to encourage 
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its readers to look from the passing trials of this life to the treasures 
of eternal life which may be purchased by the patient endurance of 
earth’s woes? May we hopefully solicit your efforts to spread this little 
magazine among an ever-widening circle of readers as a form of 
Catholic Action, particularly for Catholic Press Month? That by 
so doing you may accomplish an untold amount of good is made 
evident by the following comments taken from among many received 
from our esteemed readers: 


“T’ll never be able to thank enough the person (whoever it was) 
that forwarded my name to you to send me a sample copy of Tabernacle 
and Purgatory, because it has brought me back to the Church. [I'll 
always bless the day I received your magazine. I am sending some 
names for you to send sample copies. Even if these people do not 
subscribe, they are bound to derive some good from reading the sample 
copy.”’ Mrs. M., Cleveland, O. 


“How I do enjoy your monthly publication ‘Tabernacle and 
Purgatory.’ It is challenging, stimulating and inspiring in a most 
practical yet humane way. To me, it affords more real spiritual satis- 
faction than any other Catholic periodical and I feel that God has 
singularly blessed your work to have it reach and react upon those of 
us of the world who need the courage and comfort which your varied 
articles so sanely provide.” Mrs. N., Albany, N.Y. 


“I wish you to know how greatly I appreciate your monthly 
magazine. I subscribe to many Catholic magazines, each month, but 
I can truthfully say that I look forward to your magazine with the 
greatest anticipation. I pray your work will continue and flourish 
with great success.” Miss H., St. Louis, Mo. 

“Money is scarce, but your magazine is too good to drop.” Mr. C., 
Brooklyn, New York. 

“I enjoy your magazine very much and find it rich in material 
for sermons and conferences. I am anxious to increase devotion to 
the Blessed Sacrament and the poor souls, and wish to make extensive 
use of your publications.” Rev. W., Chicago, Il. 


“Enclosed find my renewal subscription to my beloved ‘Tabernacle 
and Purgatory.’ The magazine has become a part of my life these 
many years since 1904. I have received it regularly, and have found 
untold consolation in it.” Mrs. L., Inglewood, Calif. 


The subscription price of Tabernacle and Purgatory is but $1.00 
for a year, or a special rate of $2.00 for three years. Will you not, 
dear reader, during Catholic Press Month, as your bit toward Catholic 
Action, try to interest at least three persons in our Eucharistic maga- 
zine? Desirable premiums are offered for new subscriptions, but we 
know it is the love of God and zeal for His honor and glory that will 
prompt you, more than anything else, to lend us your assistance. 
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| AINT AMBROSE, the illustrious Bishop of Milan and one 
| of the great doctors of the Church, related the following 
remarkable incident on the occasion of the death of his 
brother, St. Satirus: — 

As St. Satirus was once sailing from Africa to Italy, 
a frightful storm suddenly arose as the vessel neared 
the Italian shore. The heavens grew black as ink, and 
the lurid glare of the lightning was followei by deafen- 
ing peals of thunder. A fierce wind blew from the 
south, driving the ship straight toward the perilous 
shore, and the waves rose mountain high. Among the passengers there 
were several Christians who sought protection and consolation in the 
Blessed Sacrament, which in those days even lay persons were per- 
mitted to carry with them in times of peril. Satirus begged to be 
allowed to share this privilege; but alas! he was as yet only a cate- 
chumen, unbaptized, and could therefore not be allowed to .possess 
the Blessed Sacrament. His grief was most touching. With tears and 
sighs he besought the Christians to have pity on him, and at length, 
in view of his earnest prayers and the awful peril that threatened, they 
consented to allow him to carry the Sacred Host in a golden case 
that hung from his neck by a cord of silk. 

The storm grew more violent every moment, and the wretched 
ship plunged madly on to its awful doom. Destruction awaited it 
only a few hundred yards away, where the pitiless rocks loomed out 
in the darkness, crowned with a fringe of silver foam. As a last 
resource, the passengers and the crew seized hold of whatever objects 
promised support, and flung themselves into the seething waters. 

Satirus alone remained calm and sought no help from natural 
means. His entire trust was placed in his Heavenly Guest whom he 
pressed to his bosom with boundless love. He recalled what he had 
read in the sacred text of the storm on Lake Genesareth, when the 
terrified apostles had roused the Divine Master from sleep with the 
cry of alarm: “Lord, save us, we perish!’’ And he pictured to himself 
the reassuring calmness of the Savior as He raised His omnipotent 
voice and bade the waters and the winds to be still. Full of unbounded 
trust in that same almighty Lord whom he bore on his bosom, and 
with the words of appeal on his lips, ‘‘Lord, save me, I perish,” he 
calmly leaped into the sea. And lo! the wonderful goodness and 
mercy of God! An invisible power bore him up and wafted him swiftly 
and safely across the abyss, past the seething foam and the threatening 
rocks, and placed him safely on land far beyond the reach of the 
raging sea. 

In words of wonder and deepest gratitude Satirus poured forth 
his soul to God, and as he knelt on the sands he breathed a solemn 
promise that ere another day had dawned he would offer his 
unregenerate soul to Christ in the saving waters of baptism. 

As may be seen in the Roman Martyrology, the Church honors 
St. Satirus on September 17th. 
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FourTH ARTICLE 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
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| AVING completed the humble service of washing His 
disciples’ feet, Jesus resumed His place at the table and 
with touching solicitude made known to His apostles 
the reason why He had acted thus: As He, their Lord 
and Master, had not disdained to render to them this 
menial service, so they, His disciples, ought also to 
serve one another. Then, in accents solemn and full 
of sadness He said: ‘“‘Amen, I say to you, one of you 
that eateth with Me shall betray Me” (Mark xiv. 18). 
The presence of Judas could not but have oppressed 
Jesus, who knew:the whole secret of his treachery. None of the 
disciples, however, suspected the fatal plot that was on foot. Conse- 
quently they were filled with sorrow and consternation upon hearing 
this prediction; and though every one of them except Judas was 
convinced that such a thought had never entered his mind, they were 
bewildered, and fearing their own weakness, anxiously asked: “Is 
it I, Lord?” (Mark xiv. 19.) 

Peter, in his fervent attachment to his Master, was anxious to 
know who might be the traitor, in order, no doubt, that he might 
avenge or prevent the treason. He made a sign, therefore, to St. John, 
to ask Jesus who it was. John, resting his head on the bosom of Jesus, 
said to Him in a low voice, ‘Lord, who is it?’”’ And Jesus confided to 
His beloved disciple the sorrowful secret, taking care, however, that 
no one else should hear it. “He it is,’’ He replied, ‘‘to whom I shall 
reach bread dipped’ (John xiii. 26). He then dipped a morsel of 
bread and gave it to Judas, an action which was regarded as a mark 




















Tabernacle and Purgatory 307 


of special love and tenderness, and which in this instance was also 
intended as such. John, we may imagine, kept the secret locked in 
his heart, exercising the sublime charity which he had imbibed from 
his Divine Lord. 

Judas accepted the morsel and ate it, while with great shameless- 
ness he also asked, “Is it I, Lord?” Jesus replied in the affirmative, 
but in a low tone so that the others might not hear it. He then urged 
the traitor to do quickly that which he purposed to do, hoping by this 
admonition to touch his hardened heart. But Judas was now in the 
complete possession of Satan. Rising from the table, he hurried away 
to carry out his treacherous design. The other disciples, thinking that 
Jesus had sent Judas on an errand, as He was wont to do, attached 
no sinister significance to his departure.* 

After Judas had gone out, the constraint which his presence had 
placed upon Jesus relaxed, and the latter now gave vent to the floods 
of tenderness pent up in His Heart. He knew, says St. John, that this 
Passover was for Him the true “passage,’’ the hour ardently desired, 
in which He was to depart from this world and go to His Father. The 
depths of the love with which He cherished His faithful disciples is 
betrayed by the intimate expression of the evangelist when he refers 
to them as “His own.” 

The Savior’s Parting Gift to the World 

This same love was now to inspire an act such as no man could 
ever have conceived, — an act such as befitted God alone. While they 
were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it and gave it to 
His apostles, saying: ‘“‘Take ye and eat, this is My Body which shall 
be delivered for you. This do for the commemoration of Me’’ 
(1 Cor. xi. 23, 24). And a few moments later, when, according to 
custom, the time had come for the head of the house to pass a last 
cup of wine around to all the guests, Jesus took the chalice, gave 
thanks, and presented it to His disciples, saying: ‘Drink ye all of this, 
for this is My Blood, of the new testament, which shall be shed for 
many unto remission of sins’’ (Matt. xxvi. 27, 28). 

Oh, unheard of mystery, impenetrable to human reason, but 
reasonable and acceptable to simple hearts full of faith! The bread 
that Jesus offered to His apostles was no longer bread, but His Body 
which was about to be sacrificed. The chalice which He gave them 
to drink was no longer wine, but His own Blood which was about to 
be shed. And the apostles understood it so. They did not ask, “How 
can this be done?’’ In the simplicity and fulness of their faith, know- 
ing that the power of the Master was boundless, and that He was the 
Eternal Truth, they believed His words literally, and with ardent love 
partook of His Body and Blood under the forms of bread and wine. 

What Jesus had promised a year previously to the people at 
Capharnaum He now fulfilled a few hours before His death. Then 
He had taught the people that He was the “Bread of Life’’; that in 
eating His Flesh they should live; that if they did not eat the Flesh 
~—~*Commentators on Holy Scripture differ in opinion as to whether or not Judas 


was present at the institution of the Blessed Sacrament. We follow here the view 
adopted by Meschler, Willam, and other renowned exegetes. 
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of the Son of man and drink His Blood, they should not have life 
in them; that His Flesh was true food and His Blood true drink; 
that they who ate of His Flesh and drank of His Blood should abide 
in Him and He in them. Many of His listeners, shocked and scandal- 
ized, had turned away, asking: “How can this man give us His flesh 
to eat?” (John vi. 53.) And Jesus did not revise His statement to 
correct a wrong impression they might have received, but repeated 
it with greater emphasis. The unbelief of these masses has been 
re-echoed down through the centuries by countless persons, who to 
their own irreparable loss reject this Divine sacrament because they 
refuse to accept in the light of faith a mystery which exceeds the 
comprehension of human reason. 


The Adorable Sacrifice of the New Law 

Now was offered for the first time the Sacrifice of the New 
Testament — that perpetual sacrifice which the prophet Malachy had 
foretold four centuries before. In this Last Supper scene Jesus appears 
at once as Priest and as Victim; as creating the eternal priesthood and 
the eternal sacrifice. He is the Victim who by His suffering and death 
will atone for the sins of the world and appease the justice of God; 
He is the Eternal High Priest ‘‘according to the order of Melchisedech,”’ 
who by the perpetual renewal of His all-atoning Sacrifice of Calvary 
will continue the work of redemption throughout all ages. 

The idea of sacrifice is so deeply rooted in human nature that 
all peoples and nations, besides other religious exercises, have offered 
some kind of sacrifice to honor the true God or the false deities whom 
they venerated. It was meet, therefore, nay, it was necessary, that 
Christ should institute in His Church a holy and Divine oblation as 
a visible service, whereby- the faithful might give to God the glory 
which is His due, and express their own subjection to and their 
dependence upon Him. Had He omitted to bequeath to His Church 
this highest act of worship, the Christian religion would have been 
inferior to Judaism, which gloried in its magnificent sacrifices. By 
instituting His true and eternal Sacrifice, Jesus abolished and sup- 
pressed all others as defective and empty. The blood of bulls and 
goats could not purify the consciences of men nor appease the justice 
of God. Henceforth there would be in all the world but one Victim, 
the Son of man, who would give His life for the sins of the world. 
The drama which on the morrow was to be enacted in all its hideous 
reality, Jesus prophesied and performed in the form of a sacrament 
before it actually took place. And after His death it would be 
perpetuated in the Eucharistic Sacrifice. For in saying to His apostles, 
“Do this in commemoration of Me” (Luke xxii. 19) He created the 
priesthood with the power of reproducing and carrying on to the end 
of time that which He had just performed. 

The ineffable Sacrifice instituted by Christ at the Last Supper was 
to be the real though mysterious continuation of His Sacrifice on 
Calvary, differing from the latter only in the manner of offering. It 
was to be the unbloody renewal of His bloody Sacrifice on the Cross, 
and the means of applying to souls the infinite merits of Redemption 
acquired by His Passion and Death. Though in the offering of this 
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mysterious Sacrifice He would employ ministers ordained for this holy 
function, He Himself would nevertheless be the real Priest and the 
real Victim, offering the oblation and being immolated mystically, 

By this Adorable Sacrifice Jesus placed at man’s disposal the most 
perfect means of discharging the fourfold duty of adoration, thanks- 
giving, atonement and supplication which he owes to God as his 
sovereign Lord, the Author of his life and the Giver of all gifts. For 
Holy Mass is at once the most sublime means of honoring God and 
the richest fountain of graces and blessings for the Church and for 
all the faithful. We of the twentieth century can bear witness to the 
endless stream. of graces and blessings which has flowed, through the 
garden of God’s Church through the centuries, and which still continues 
to flow as a life-giving fountain for souls. 


A Divine Food for Souls 


Truly the goodness and mercy of God would seem to have been 
exhausted in bestowing upon mankind so priceless a gift. And yet 
His love went further still. He desired that men should be incor- 
porated in the Divine Victim who delivered Himself up and died for 
their sake. How often had Jesus presented this idea to His disciples 
under the figure of the vine and the branches, of a body of which 
He was the head and His followers the members. He desired not only 
that there should be a spiritual union of mankind with His spirit 
and His person; His design was an unspeakably grander one. He 
desired that there should be both a spiritual and a material union; 
that man, being composed’ of soul and body, should be united both 
spiritually and corporally to His own entire being: to the Son of God 
and the Son of man; to His Divinity and to His humanity; to His Soul 
and to His Body. Therefore He gave to the world as His parting gift 
not only the Eucharistic Sacrifice, by means of which His Blood would 
be mystically shed a countless number of times and His merits applied 
to souls, but also the Sacrament of the Eucharist, which as a life-giving 
Food would incorporate those who receive,it into His very self. 

In this most gracious Sacrament, men were to enjoy the most 
intimate possession of God here below, and a most admirable prelude 
to the blissful union with God in heaven. Besides the hypostatic union 
in Christ and the beatific union with God in heaven, there is no more 
intimate union with the Godhead than that which is produced by the 
assimilation of this heavenly Food, whereby Christ, as it were, throws 
Himself into the stream which nourishes our physical life. The Holy 
Eucharist is in very truth the great Banquet to which all mankind 
are invited, whose duration is until the end of time, whose locality 
is the whole earth, and at which nothing less is provided to be partaken 
of than the truly royal, nay Divine aliment, the sacred Body and the 
precious Blood of Christ. And in receiving the Body and Blood of 
Christ we receive also His Divinity, His most holy Soul, His grace and 
His infinite merits. All that is His becomes the property of the soul 
that receives Him. Who, therefore, can conceive the boundless 
treasures lavished upon a soul even in one single Communion, received 
with the proper sentiments? 
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The Abiding Presence of Christ among Men 

And yet even this twofold gift, exceeding the highest hopes that 
might have stirred the human soul, did not satisfy the boundless love 
which burned in the Savior-Heart of Christ. He saw yet another need 
of the human heart which He would not leave unsatisfied — the need 
of an unfailing Friend in all life’s vicissitudes; the need of a loving 
Father who would give help and solace in every necessity; the need 
of a tender Brother who would bring comfort in every woe. And above 
all these He saw in the human heart that yearning which He had 
Himself implanted —a yearning for Himself, the Supreme Good, which 
no other good could satisfy. And so He made of this Sacrament also 
the means of His continual abiding upon earth, that He might be 
ALL to all in His Eucharistic tabernacles. 

Moreover, by His personal, uninterrupted dwelling in the Church, 
His Bride, He would become the principle of her vitality, her life- 
giving Head, the actual source and giver of her life. She was to be 
not merely His Bride, but His Mystical Body, His “other self,” an 
ever-living Christ, continuing through future ages His Divine life and 
perpetuating the mysteries of the Redemption. Her nature and her 
mission required that He be with her, not merely temporarily and 
occasionally, but that He abide in her continually until the end of 
time. From this mysterious Presence she would derive all her light, 
her power, her strength, her grace and beauty. It was to be her 
invisible means of duration, the immovable rock upon which she 
should rest. Through this continual and abiding Presence, the Church 
was to become truly the kingdom of God, a paradise upon earth. 


To be continued 
Spo 
Explanation of Our Cover Design 


N THE opening chapter of his holy Gospel, St. John, speaking of Our 
I Savior as the Word-made-flesh, describes Him as “the true light which 

enlighteneth every man that cometh into this world” (i. 9). This theme 
forms the motif of our cover design for February. There we see a symbolic 
representation of Our Savior as the Light of the world—a burning candle 
bearing the letters X P; which in liturgical symbolism is the monogram of 
Christ. The circular inscription surrounding the candle is the Latin version of 
St. John’s words quoted above. Of particular significance is the fact that on 
February 2d we celebrate the feast of Candlemas Day, the feast by which 
Christ is honored as the light to the revelation of the Gentiles and the glory 
of the people of* Israel. 

The open book just before the burning candle is symbolic of the Book of 
the holy Gospels. Through the words of the holy Gospels, inspired by the 
Divine Spirit, the Spirit of Light and Truth, the Light which is Christ shines 
over all nations in all parts of the world. The four evangelists, through whom 
the holy Gospels were given to us, are indicated by the four names in the ex- 
tremities of the background of the design: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 
Placed in the four corners of the design, these names are significant of the 
fact that through the four evangelists, the holy Gospels have been given to all 
parts of the earth. 
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One of God’s Joy-Bearers 
(Sister Mary Fortunata Viti,* O.S.B.) 
Continued 





} AINT Paul, feeling the end of his days drawing near, 
wrote to his faithful co-worker, St. Timothy: “I have 
fought the: good fight, I have preserved the faith...” 
(2 Tim. iv. 7). So, too, could the faithful spouse of 
Christ, Sister Mary Fortunata, say in all truth as her 
life advanced to ripening years and she knew with cer- 
tainty that the days of her earthly pilgrimage were 
drawing to a close. 

On the day of her holy profession, many years previously, the 
representative of God had committed the youthful virgin to the care 
of the Mother Abbess with 
the words: “Preserve this 
bride pure and undefiled, 
for you shall one day have 
to give an account of her 
before the judgment scat 
of Christ, her  Bride- 
groom.” Several Abbesses 
had successively ruled the 
convent of Veroli since 
that time, but all were 
unanimous in saying that 
the humble lay-sister, as 
a “prudent virgin,” had 
ever borne the lamp of 
virtue in her hands, and 
arrayed in the nuptial gar- 
ment of her espousals, was 
ever ready to meet her 
Heavenly Bridegroom. 

Compared to eternity, 


even the longest human 
Sister Mary Fortunata Viti 


es 1S = us a ri Dis toward the close of her long earthly 
the sacrifices and suiler- pilgrimage. 


ings which go to make up 
a long life are not the less precious on this account. Sister Mary 


*Sister Mary Fortunata died in the odor of sanctity on November 
20, 1922. The cause of her beatification is now being advanced. 
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Fortunata had now completed her ninety-sixth year, and had truly 
borne “the burden and the heat of the day” (Math. xx. 12). And 
during her long, faithful life, how must not the treasure of her merits. 
have accumulated. Yet in her humility the good Sister seemed entirely 
oblivious of this fact; on the contrary, the more she advanced the 
more unworthy she appeared in her own eyes. 

November of the year 1922 at length arrived. Despite her ad- 
vanced years, Sister Mary Fortunata was still at her post of duty, for 
even though her strength had waned, she still applied herself with all 
the energy of which she was capable, and like a true soldier who falls. 
in battle, she, too, wished to meet death while actively engaged in the 
service of God. Doubtless it was by a special grace of God that she 
attained to so unusual an age despite her many sufferings and infirm- 
ities; but it seemed a still greater and more precious grace that she 
preserved to the end her freshness of spirit, which animated her coun- 
tenance and gave her an almost transfigured appearance. All who 
knew her during the last years of her life testify that her appearance: 
spontaneously inspired reverence. Her body slightly bent forward, 
her arms crossed upon her breast, her rosary in her hands, recollected: 
in prayer, her beaming face reflecting nobility and mildness of soul, 
a quiet smile playing about her lips, innocence and childlike simplicity: 
shining from her eyes —this is the picture which her contemporary’ 
Sisters preserve of her. 

Just as the setting sun lights up the heavens with a last goldem 
radiance, so the love of God which glowed in the soul of Sister Mary 
Fortunata seemed also to spread its mysterious charms about her like 
a golden glow as she neared the eternal shores. The nearer she ap- 
proached the goal of her desires, the more ardent became her longing 
for union with God. “God alone! God alone suffices!” she would’ 
often exclaim. Yes, God alone could satisfy the desires of her heart.. 
All she had done, she had done for God. Countless times during her 
life she had repeated the words: “All for the honor of God! All for 
the love of God!” In all things she had sought God, and in all things. 
she had loved Him. Now she longed to possess Him eternally, the 
God of her ardent desires, to behold Him face to face. 


To be continued 


eHopoyeo ’ 


Leavenworth, Kans.: “I promised Sr. M. Fortunata if she would 
grant me a much needed favor, I would send you this donation for your 
Chapel of Perpetual Adoration in Tucson, Arizona. I am sending it 
as a thanksgiving offering, as my favor was granted. This dear Sister 
is just wonderful...’' Mrs. E. E. 
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An Appeal to Youth 


Space has not permitted us to print previously the inspiring ad- 
‘dress given by His Excellency, Bishop Bernard J. Sheil, of Chicago, on 
‘Children’s Day at the Eighth National Eucharistic Congress held in 
New Orleans during October. Because of its forceful representation 
-of present-day conditions, it will be particularly appropriate for our 
February. issue, which is dedicated to the cause of Catholic Action. 





OR there is no other name under heaven given to men, 

whereby we must be saved” except the Name of Jesus. 
“Neither is there salvation in any other” (Acts iv. 12). 
When these words, forever memorable, were first spoken, 
one of the most momentous events in the history of the 
world had just occurred. The mightiest force for good 
this world has ever known had just come into existence. 
A group of cowardly, ignorant men had been trans- 
formed by the Pentecostal fires into heroes of indomitable courage, 
whom no danger could affright, no difficulty or misfortune could 
appall. They had become beacon lights standing on the mountain 
tops to illumine the darkened skies of human life. In a word, the 
Church of the living God had begun her immortal mission to all ages 
and races and climes, a mission which would continue its beneficent 
work until time should be no more and the heavens were rolled up 
like an ancient parchment. 

Let no illusion blind us to the Eternal Truth. The inspired words 
which leaped from the glowing lips of St. Peter like a flaming sword 
are just as true today as they were two thousand years ago, just as 
true in modern America, France, Germany, England, Italy, Spain and 
elsewhere as they were in ancient Judea— “For there is no other 
name under heaven given men whereby we must be saved” except 
the Name of Jesus. 

It should be observed that St. Peter is here speaking not only of 
salvation in the religious sense. His words are absolute and unquali- 
fied. “Neither is there salvation in any other.” Mankind, therefore, 
can have salvation of no kind except in the Name of Jesus. A social, 
economic or political edifice which is not builded on the doctrines, 
the principles and the spirit of Jesus must crash sooner or later to 
destructive and hideous ruin. No matter how boundless the resources 
may be, no matter how elaborate the economic structure, no matter 
how ingenious the instruments of production, failure, distress and 
wide-spread misery darken all the highways of life without the wisdom 
of Christ to light up the somber skies, without the spirit of Christ to 
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direct and guide aright the heart, the mind and the energies of man. 

For those who have ears to hear and minds to understand, Christ 
Himself made all that perfectly clear and obvious. “I am the Way, 
the Truth and the Life,” said Jesus. Quite certainly, without the Way 
there is no going, without the Truth there is no knowing, without the 
Life there is no living. Therefore, without Jesus Christ we can neither 
go, nor know, nor live aright. With equal truth and heaviness of 
heart Jesus might address to the nations of the modern world the 
words which long ago He spoke in sorrow over ancient Jerusalem: 
“If thou also hadst known in this thy day the things that are to thy 
peace, but now they are hidden from thine eyes.” Hence we have 
the eager, pleading cry resounding throughout the world: “Peace, 
peace!” and there is no peace. 

But we have no need of subtle argument to convince us of these 
great, fundamental truths. We have only to look with understanding 
minds at the condition of the world today. We behold a world which 
has tried one promising expedient after another, only to be bitterly 
disillusioned. We behold nations whose distressed and harassed people 
no longer have any strong faith in the present order of things and 
no serene confidence in a better order of things. We look out upon 
a world which is largely impotent intellectually, bankrupt economically 
and ominous politically. The lowering skies of human life are dark- 
ened by ever-growing clouds of national and international suspicion, 
distrust and mounting hatred. We look with horror and dismay upon 
the bloody juggernaut of war, rolling into red pulp millions of human 
lives, destroying in a single hour of mad fury what whole generations 
cannot rebuild or replace, leaving in its wake ghastly famine, hopeless 
misery and black despair. .. 

It may, perhaps, seem presumptuous to single out one compre- 
hensive cause to which these multiplied evils may be ascribed. To 
me, however, it seems perfectly clear that this whole hideous brood 
is the natural and necessary offspring of the stark and blatant 
materialism which has dominated our civilization for the past one 
hundred years and more; materialism, rampant and aggressive in the 
prevailing thought of the world, both in the domain of philosophy and 
science; materialism, shameless and unafraid in literature, trampling 
down with ruthless feet the ancient sanctities and decencies of life. 
Materialism, cold, calculating, heartless and pitiless, formulating the 
laws of economics, organizing and operating the vast industries of the 
world with no regard to the rights of the common man, thinking of 
human beings as so many machines to be used for the sole advantage 
of industry, and then thrown upon the scrap heap... 
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At last the day of fearful reckoning has arrived. We see a world 
in which countless millions are hungry, naked and wretched in the 
midst of superabundant plenty, a world in which these same millions, 
willing, able and eager to work, cannot make q decent livelihood for 
themselves and their children. In a world from which democracy 
has all but vanished, we hear lying voices proudly proclaim that they 
would make the world safe for democracy forever. We hear the same 
voices confidently announce to all the peoples of the world that they 
would end all war. We see a world which is red with carnage, and 
no man can say how much further the dread pestilence will extend. 

When these same men attempted to re-create the world in their 
own image and likeness, the Names of God and His Christ were never 
heard in their deliberations. The most powerful and beneficent spiri- 
tual agency in the world was contemptuously excluded from their 
councils. We hear deceitful voices declare in the name of the same 
blasphemous materialism that at last poverty is conquered and abol- 
ished from the earth and the reign of abounding plenty is established 
forever. You all know what actually exists. 

I believe the remedy for all these evils is at hand, that it is sure 
and unfailing. I have supreme confidence that the opportunity was 
never more favorable than now for the application of these remedies. 
Materialism is dead or dying. It no longer has an honored place in 
the best philosophic thought of the world. It has been scornfully 
repudiated by science. Its lies, its hypocrisy, its sham and pretense 
have thoroughly discredited it with all intelligent men and women. 

There is an imperative need to find something better than this 
defunct, decaying materialism. What have we to offer a world, sick 
with disappointment and frustrated hopes, engulfed in the rising tide 
of destructive hatred, filled with terror by the gigantic forces which 
threaten to destroy it? What have we to offer? Everything! We 
have the spiritual, the supernatural. We have God and His Christ. 
We have the promise of the time that now is and of all the years that 
are to be. We have Him who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
Neither is there salvation in any other. We have the profoundest 
economic doctrine ever uttered by human lips or conceived by a human 
mind, a doctrine guaranteed not by scientific research merely, but by. 
infinite wisdom. Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His justice 
and all these things shall be added unto you. On other terms, No! 
We have the only possible foundation for right, happy human life. 
Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God, above all things, and thy neighbor — 
as thyself. We have the duly authorized, Divinely appointed and 
guided interpreter of the mind and will of God. Is it impossible to 
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fire the mind and the heart of eager, generous youth with burning 
enthusiasm for these lofty ideals? Think you the youth of the land 
is not ready to tear down the temples of false gods by whom it has 
been too long deluded? Think you the courageous spirit of youth 
is not ready to enlist in a war to set up a kingdom of truth and right, 
honesty and sincerity, justice and charity for all mankind? Show 
youth that all this is nothing but the kingdom of Christ on earth, and 
they will rally to your banner in teeming millions. They will throw 
their fresh, young strength, their tireless energy, their indomitable 
courage, their quenchless enthusiasm into the struggle to make the 
world into the image and likeness of its Creator. It is our task to 
make that vision shine before their eyes with resplendent brightness, 
to make it glow in their hearts with quenchless fire. Young men, 
young women, are you ready to enlist in the crusade? Are you pre- 
pared to battle for the cause of Christ, which is also the cause of 
mankind? 

Down with the bitter international rivalries, lying chicaneries and 
deadly hatreds which poison the social atmosphere and render all 
normal life impossible. Up with the Fatherhood of God and the uni- 
versal brotherhood of all men. Down with this impotent hate-breeding, 
soul-destroying materialism which has spread the pall of paralysis 
and death over the face of the earth. Up with the high faith, the holy 
hope and Divine charity which stream from the wounded hands and 
feet of our Crucified Savior. Down with the repulsive and degrading 
materialistic doctrine that man is only an animated clod of earth or 
a glorified beast with no higher destiny than to feed, to breed and 
to perish! Up with the inspiring, beneficent and vivifying doctrine 
of Christ that every child of Adam is a brother of Christ, a son of 
the Eternal Father, an heir to an immortal inheritance! 

The pitiable condition of the world before us today should make 
clear to every enlightened mind the alternatives which confront us. 
It is Christ or chaos. It is misery, war and death without Christ. It 
is peace, happiness and eternal glory with Christ. Let the challenging 
slogan ring in the ears of the world until all men are compelled to 
hear — “For there is no other name under heaven given to men whereby 
we must be saved,” except by the Name of Jesus. “Neither is there 
salvation in any other.” 

ehopope 
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Little Lovers’ League 


EAR Little Lovers, this month we will tell you a short 
story, which, while it is only a fable, contains a good 
lesson for us all. Once upon a time a certain stork, 
in its journeys, had picked up a precious diamond from 
the bed of a dried-up stream. The stork thought it must 
be something very precious because the sun shining on 
it was reflected in beautiful colors. He knew he could 

never make use of anything so valuable, so he said to himself: “I will 
carry it with me and give it to the first human being who, in my lowly 
opinion, is deserving of it.” 

The stork flew many miles to a town in which he had heard really 
good people lived. He went first to a large house on the outskirts of 
the town. He knew that a wealthy merchant lived there, and thought 
the precious stone would be of great value to him. He lighted upon 
the roof of the house just as the family was rising to a new day, and 
from the open chimney he heard the voice of the master of the house. 
The merchant was reciting his morning prayers. First he thanked 
the good God that He had given him another day in which to add to 
his riches. Then he prayed for strength to work harder himself and 
to make others work harder; he asked for a quick mind that he might 
seize and make good use of every opportunity to his own advantage. . . 
The stork listened no longer to those prayers, for he knew the master 
of the house was not deserving of his precious stone. Then he bent 
again to listen more carefully, for he heard a faint voice also praying. 

The owner of this second voice thanked God that another day had 
come in which others might treat her better. The lady, for it was a 
lady’s voice, groaned and complained that this and that was wrong. Was 
it not time she would be rewarded for all that she had to bear with 
from others? Could she not have more ease today? She was a model 
to all the other ladies in the town, so surely she deserved more con- 
sideration... The stork listened no more, for he knew that neither 
was that person worthy of his precious jewel. He spread his wings 
and was about to fly away, when a garret window was opened near him, 
and the clear voice of a poor servant-girl poured forth a morning 
prayer to God. The stork listened carefully, and heard the girl thank- 
ing God for all His goodness to her and all the world; she thanked 
Him for another day in which to prove her love for Him; she prayed 
for all those who were suffering and in want, for all who were lonely 
and sad, and for all children, that they might grow up and lead useful 
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and devout lives... How happy the stork felt as he listened, for he 
knew that his quest was ended. He knew he could give his precious 
treasure to this little girl. So he flew over to the window with the 
jewel in his beak, and dropped it quickly into the lap of the servant 
girl. Then he spread his wings once more and was soon out of sight. 

Practice — Let us take to heart the lesson which this simple little 
story teaches us, and every day let us thank- God for His goodness and 
kindness to us. If we stop to count up the many blessings we have 
received each day from our good God, such as health, strength, eyesight, 
good hearing, talents, loving parents to watch over us, a home, food 
and clothing, we will find we have received many things for which we 
should be thankful. This habit of giving thanks to God is one which 
makes us very dear to Him, so during this month recite the following 
aspiration at least each morning when you arise, and in the evening 
before you go to bed. : 

Aspiration — Dear Jesus, in union with my Guardian Angel, I 
thank Thee for all the blessings I have received. In return, I wish to 
grow each day more and more in love for Thee. 


Your Contest 


Christmas time is a busy season for all our dear little friends, and 
we noticed the difference in the number of letters we received; many 
Little Lovers did not send in their usual answers, so that we received 
only sixty letters telling us about St. John, the disciple whom Jesus 
loved. All the letters were good, however, and it pleased us very much 
to see the efforts you made to find out the correct answers to the 
questions we asked, as well as to tell us many other interesting things 
about this great Apostle. We heard from a number of new Little 
Lovers this month, and we send a hearty welcome to them, with the 
hope that they will continue to be active in the League. 


In the group over twelve years, first prize goes to Paul Di 
Benedetto, of St. Joseph’s School for the Blind, Jersey City, N. J., and 
to Lucille O’Connell, of Our Lady of Angels Academy, Little Falls, 
Minnesota. Here is Paul’s letter: — 

Who does not know of the beloved Apostle of Christ, St. John? 
Since early manhood, his was a life of intimate union with that ever 
blessed Saint of all saints, Our Lord. Ever following Christ since 
the day he was called on the banks of the Jordan, he earned for himself 
the love of his Master. We find this subject of love discussed in almost 
every sermon of his. “Little children, love one another,’’ was his 
favorite saying. 

What kept the fire of love burning in the heart of St. John? It 
was the kindness of Our Lord which enkindled it and His kindness 
kept the flame alive. The presence of St. John at the Transfiguration 
and the entrusting of the Blessed Virgin to the care of St. John were 
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several of the signs showing the great love and affection which Our 
Savior bore for this Apostle. 

The Apostle of Love breathed his last on the Isle of Patmos in 
the year 100. Among his most noted writings are the Apocalypse, three 
epistles and the last of the four holy Gospels. So when December 27th 
(his feast day) comes around, let us ask him for “charity.” 


This is what Lucille told us about St. John: — 

The disciple whom Jesus loved because of his angelic purity is 
St. John the Evangelist, the brother of St. James the Great. They 
were called by Our Lord the “Sons of Thunder.” It was St. John who 
witnessed Our Lord’s Transfiguration on Mt, Thabor and His sorrow 
in the Garden of Olives. At the Last Supper, his head rested on the 
bosom of Christ Jesus. What a sublime privilege to be accorded to 
any mortal! This was a recompense to St. John for his virginal and 
angelic purity. 

Later in life when he was old and feeble and no longer able to 
preach long sermons, he merely would say: “Little children, love one 
another,” because, he said, this was the Lord’s command. What 
better means have we set before us to make us close members of the 
Mystical Body of Christ than to put into practice St. John’s brief but 
meaningful sermon — “Love one another?” 

From the Cross, Christ entrusted His virgin Mother to the loving 
care of the pure and angelic Apostle,—— another symbol of Christ's 
confidence in the chosen Apostle. The feast of this angelic Apostle is 
commemorated on December 27th. 


Honorable mention in the group over twelve years goes to: 
Mary Agnes Woods — age 13, St. Paul’s School, Kenmore, N. Y. 
John Curtin — age 15, St. Joseph School for the Blind, Jersey City 
Matthew Chibbaro — age 14, St. Joseph School for the Blind 
Marian Mineart — age 12, Pleasant Plain, Iowa 
Paddy Kidwell — age 13, Our Lady of Angels Acad. Little Falls, Minn. 


In the group under twelve years, first prize goes to Dolores Jesok, 
of St. Cloud, Minnesota, and to Etta O’Toole, Notre Dame of Maryland 
School, Baltimore. Here is the letter Dolores wrote: — 

What. a grand thing to be called the beloved of Christ! St. John 
merited this title by purity of heart. Our Lord loves all that is pure, 
and at one time He said: ‘‘Blessed are the clean of heart for they shall 
see God.” That is why He allowed St. John to rest his head upon His 
sacred breast at the Last Supper. We are allowed to do the same when 
we come to receive Jesus in Holy Communion. How pure we should 
try to be then! 

Christ often showed His great love for this Apostle by granting 
him special favors. He allowed him, in company with James and Peter, 
to witness His Transfiguration on Mt, Thabor, and to be present in 
the Garden of Olives when Jesus sweat Blood. But the greatest favor 
was bestowed on the saint when Christ spoke these words with His 
dying lips: “Son, behold thy Mother. Mother, behold thy son!” To 
the purest Apostle, the purest of mothers was entrusted. 
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This dear saint did not die a martyr’s death, as did the other 
Apostles. He was preserved miraculously when thrown into a caldron 
of boiling oil, because his mission on earth was not yet finished. In- 
stead of martyrdom, he was banished to the island of Patmos, where 
he had many visions and wrote the book of the Bible called the Apoc- 
alypse. St. John often spoke these beautiful words to his people: ‘“My 
little children, love one another.’”” We should ask God daily for the 
grace to lead a pure life filled with love of God and our neighbor, in 
imitation of this great saint. His feast is kept on December 27th. 


This is what Etta O’Toole told us about St. John: — 

St. John was the disciple whom Jesus loved because he was so 
pure. On the shore of the Lake of Genesareth, there lived a little 
curly haired boy. His name was John. His father’s name was Zebedee 
and his mother’s name was Salome. When John grew up he took over 
his father’s business. St. John, the youngest of the apostles in age, 
was called to follow Christ on the banks of the Jordan. He was present 
at the Transfiguration and at the agony in the garden, and at the last 
supper his head rested on the bosom of Jesus. St. John kept his place 
by Our Lord to the last. He stood beneath the Cross and the dying 
Savior Jesus said: “Son, behold thy mother — Mother, behold thy son!” 
St. John’s favorite words are “Love one another!"’ St. John is a living 
example of Our Lord. He was saved from a vat of boiling oil. His 
feast day is December 27th. He died at the end of the first century, 
after having lived first at Jerusalem and then in Ephesus. I love St. 
John. Do you? 


Honorable mention in the group under twelve goes to: — 


Mary G. Glatzel — age 10, St. Joseph, Minnesota 

Ann Garvey — age 11%, St. Bartholomew School, Elmhurst, N. Y. 
Mary Lee Weber — age 11, St. Mary’s School, Cumberland, Maryland 
Florence Maher — age 9, Notre Dame of Maryland, Baltimore, Md. 
Jeanne Doran — age 7, Our Lady of Angels Academy, Little Falls, Minn. 


For the next contest, you will please tell us something about the 
Apostle who was not a fisherman, but was engaged in a trade which 
was looked down upon by the Jews as not being very honorable. In 
art, he is often pictured with a money-bag, or as one of the evan- 
gelists, with the symbolic figure of a man with wings. Can you tell 
us why? Also please tell us something interesting about his life, and 
the date his feast is celebrated. The prize for this contest will be a 
small nickel-bound Crucifix, which you will all be anxious to win. 


etopope 
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“That in All Things God May Be Glorified” 


The motto of the 
Benedictine Order since the time 
of St. Benedict himself, 
who incorporated it into his 


Holy Rule. 


UR BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS have been compiled with this 
object in view, that is, that God may be glorified by their dis- 
tribution through the good that Catholics derive from their perusal. 


The collection of BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS comprises 68 
brochures. It includes doctrinal pamphlets, devotional pamphlets 
and pamphlets for children. Those who have read them bear witness 
to the good they have derived from so doing, and these readers give 
far better testimony to their worth than any words of ours could do. 
The following testimony is selected from among many: — 


“I want to write you about your wonderful booklets. After reading them over 
and over and giving them to others, I often wonder what would have become of me 
if I had never found them. After having been indifferent toward religion for many 
years, I was given one of your booklets and the reading of it touched me so deeply 
I at once began to attend Church again. I passed the book on to another who also 
came back to the Church. I thank you for all of this.” Cleveland, Ohio. 


They come to the fountains 
of Catholic truth contained 
therein, that they may be 
encouraged to live well in 
this fleeting life so as to 
merit to live forever in the 
life to come. 


VEN as the thirsty birds 
drink life-giving wa- 
ters from the fountain, 

so do souls imbibe spiritual 
life-giving waters from the 
BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS. 


SPECIAL PRICES 


10¢ Booklets 
$4.00 in lots of 50 
$7.00 per 100 in lots of 100 to 500 
$6.50 per 100 in lots of 500 and more. 


5¢ Booklets 


$2.00 in lots of 50 
$3.50 per 100 


3 for 10¢ Booklets 
$2.75 per 100 


None of these prices include carriage; postage extra, 
A COMPLETE SET 


of our entire collection of 68 devotional booklets may be had at a special 
price of only $5.00 postpaid. You secure $6.00 worth of booklets. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








IOI 


